
 

Impediments to comprehensive research on climate change and health

   
   

   
Abstract:

During every climatic era Life on Earth is constrained by a limited range of climatic conditions, outside which
thriving and then surviving becomes difficult. This applies at both planetary and organism (species) levels.
Further, many causal influences of climate change on human health entail changes-often disruptive,
sometimes irreversible-in complex system functioning. Understanding the diverse health risks from climate
change, and their influence pathways, presents a challenge to environmental health researchers whose
prior work has been in a more definable, specific and quantitative milieu. Extension of the research agenda
and conceptual framework to assess present and future health risks from climate change may be
constrained by three factors: (i) lack of historically-informed understanding of population-health sensitivity to
climatic changes; (ii) an instinctual 'epidemiologising' tendency to choose research topics amenable to
conventional epidemiological analysis and risk estimation; and (iii) under-confidence in relation to
interdisciplinary collaborative scenario-based modeling of future health risks. These constraints must be
recognized and remedied. and environmental researchers must argue for heightened public attention to
today's macro-environmental threats to present and future population health-emphasising the ecological
dimension of these determinants of long-term health that apply to whole populations and communities, not
just to individuals and social groupings.

Source: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3863889   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Public, Researcher

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure
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 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Model/Methodology:  

type of model used or methodology development is a focus of resource

 Methodology, Outcome Change Prediction

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Long-Term (>50 years)

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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